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Fifth & sixth centuries AD

Borzuya, a distinguished physician and
foremost leader among Iranian medical
practitioners during the era of Khosrow
Anushirvan of the Sassanian dynasty,
undertook the compilation of the esteemed
literary work known as Kalila and Dimna.
Seeking a botanical remedy capable of reviving
the deceased, Borzuya embarked on a journey
to India. However, scholars in India informed
him that the sought-after herb was documented
within the pages of Kalilah and Dimnah. Upon
his return to Iran, Borzuya translated this
pivotal text into Middle Persian or Pahlavi.
Within his biographical accounts, he
articulates:"the preeminent physician amidst
the pantheon of Persian healers, whose
erudition in the healing arts remained unveiled
to the discerning minds of all, earning acclaim
across diverse religious traditions. It is
chronicled within scholarly tomes that the
loftiest of healers are those who, in their
therapeutic endeavors, maintain a steadfast
focus on securing the preservation of the
afterlife. Through the pursuit of such noble
practices, they attain the fullest measure of
worldly prosperity and safeguard against
spiritual destitution in the hereafter.”
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788 to 857 AD

Yahya ibn Masawaih al-Khuzi, commonly known
as Youhanna or Yuhanna, was bornin 163 A.H. in
Khuzestan and passed away in 243 A.H. in
Baghdad. He emerged as one of the preeminent
Iranian physicians during the second and third
centuries A.H., earning notable recognition
within the courts of the Abbasid caliphs. For
three decades, Yuhanna dedicated himself to the
practice of medicine at the esteemed Jundi
Shapur Hospital in Ahvaz, eventually ascending
to the position of director at the Baghdad
hospital. Renowned for his profound expertise in
ophthalmology, he authored the seminal work
"Daghal al-‘Ayn," which stands as the oldest
extant textbook on the subject and continues to
hold relevance for contemporary scholars.
Under the auspices of the Abbasid caliphate,
Yuhanna was entrusted with resources to pursue
anatomical investigations, including the study of
primates. Additionally, he was dispatched to
Byzantium to engage in the study of Greek texts.
His scholarly contributions, notably cited in
Razi's magnum opus "Al-Hawi," firmly establish
Yuhanna's enduring legacy within the annals of
medical history. Razi himself recurrently
acknowledges Yuhanna's insights, referencing
his work in excess of a thousand instances
throughout his seminal treatise.
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865 to 925 AD

Mohammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi, an
illustrious Iranian figure renowned for his
multifaceted contributions as a physician,
pharmacist, philosopher, and chemist, was
born in 251 A.H. in Ray and passed away in
the same city in 313 A.H. He stands as one of
the pioneering figures in medicine,
introducing the principles of
experimentation and empirical inquiry,
thereby earning the esteemed moniker, the
"Father of Islamic Medicine." Recognized as
one of the preeminent clinical physicians in
the annals of Islamic civilization and the
Middle Ages, his magnum opus, "Al-Hawi,"
remains a cornerstone in the realm of
medical knowledge, symbolizing his
enduring legacy.In tribute to his profound
impact on the realms of pharmacology and
chemistry, including his pivotal discoveries
of alcohol and sulfuric acid and their
medicinal applications, the fifth day of
Shahrivar is commemorated as Pharmacist
Day, marking his birth anniversary and
celebrating his indelible contributions to
these fields.

Al - Razi
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930 to 993 AD

Ali ibn Abbas Ahvazi, one of the prominent
Iranian physicians, was born in the fourth
century A.H. in the city of Ahvaz. His most
notable work is the famous book "The
Complete Book of the Medical Art," known as
"Al-Maliki" or “The Royal Book,” which is
considered more concise than "Al-Hawi" and
more practical than the “Canon of
Medicine.”He was the first Iranian physician
whose book was translated into Latin as a
medical reference without mentioning the
author's name. Consequently, many of lbn
Abbas's theories and innovations were
recorded under European names. Ali ibn
Abbas was also the first figure to describe
neurological and psychological disorders
such as meningitis, hypochondriasis,
melancholy, and transient paralysis, which is
why he is recognized as one of the founders
of psychiatry worldwide. It is stated in his
medical admonition: "The physician should
conduct himself in all situations according to
what the sage Hippocrates has advised and
should be compassionate, pure-eyed, kind,
benevolent, and eloquent.”

Ali ibn al-Abbas
Alahvazi
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980 to 1037 AD

Abu Ali al-Husayn ibn Abdullah, renowned
as Avicenna, emerged as one of the
preeminent scholars of the world. He was
born in 370 H.A. near Bukhara in Afshana
and passed away in 428 H.A. in Hamadan.
His prolific output includes approximately
450 treatises spanning various
disciplines, with his medical opus, "The
Canon of Medicine,” enduring as the
paramount reference in European medical
institutions for nearly 600 years. The first
of Shahrivar is commemorated as
Physician's Day in honor of his birth.In the
esteemed work "Misbah al-Hidayah,"
Imam Khomeini reflected on him thus: "He
stood as the paramount genius and the
grand marvel, distinguished by an
unparalleled acuity of intellect and
eloquence."George Sarton, in his seminal
work "History of Science," noted: "lbn
Sina was a luminary in philosophy,
medicine, mathematics, and astronomy,
heralded as the foremost scientist of Islam
and revered as one of the preeminent

physicians throughout history.".

Avicenna
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